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The wise man says, *' Of making many books 
there is no end." This is true, for although in 
the present day they are legion, yet there is no 
end in making them. Like pictures produced by 
new artists, or articles which manufacturers are 
continually sending into the market, or like the 
population of the world which every day becomes 
greater and greater, so is it with regard to books, 
for they are ever on the increase. Literature is 
indeed useful, but it has its baneful as well as its 
good effects. Some books enUghten and elevate 
the natural mind, while others deprave and 
vitiate it. Out of the thousands of books that 
are continually being pubUshed, there are but 
few comparatively that are of any real value. 
The minds of men and women, youth's and 
children, are mostly eager for some kind of 
literature. The articles contained in this little 
book are calculated to instruct the minds of the 
young and teach them their duty to parents, 
honesty to employers, integrity of conduct in 
the world, to shun vices, an^ encourage moral 
virtues. These things are very well when kept 
in their proper place, and not made the stepping 
stone to religion which is as much above these 
things as the heavens are above the earth. We 
trust this is the aim of the Publisher in bringing 
out this Uttle work, and we hope it may be 
useful to the young and rising generation. 

J. DENNET. 
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^iTHEN a boy I aaed often to read the above 
l|Ol caution on the wall of an orchard outside 
^^» the town where I was born, and I used 
to puzzle my small mind to know what was the 
mBaning. Upon inquiring, I was told it was to 
warn people who might be tempted to '* break 
through and Bteal," that il they did they were 
likely to be caught and held fast in one of the 
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traps until the owner came, when they would be 
taken and dealt with according to the law; 
unless the owner was pleased, as an act of grace 
or mercy, to let them off. 

The first man-trap we read of was laid in the 
Garden of Eden; and with what success our 
readers well know. The great Owner of the 
garden had given a sufl&cient warning or threat, 
one might think, to have kept our first parents 
from being caught; but no. Eve, like many 
thousands do now, parleyed and played with 
temptation, till she was overcome by the cunning 
sophistry of the tempter, and, alas I fell into the 
trap, and was held past all escape. The graphic 
and terrible description of the fall, and the dis- 
covery by the Owner, no doubt all our readers 
have read in the book of Genesis. The effects 
and extent of the transgression and condemnation 
we all feel in some measure. Blessed are they 
who feel it sufficiently to seek to escape therefrom 
in its final and eternal consequence in the only 
way appointed, the atonement by, and mercy 
through the " woman's promised seed," the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

What a man-trap worldly, sinful pleasure is ! 
How many are caught and held by it. With 
what slow and small steps some advance in this 
trespassing. I think it is hkely there were not 
really any traps in the orchard I first mentioned ; 
the owner may have thought the caution sufficient, 
and had any one trespassed they may not have 
been caught; but there m^y have been traps. 
Then, again, they may not have been caught at 
the first tree. They may have gone from tree to 
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tree, and been caught at the last. I am far from 
wishing to restrain the young from youthful 
pleasures of a proper kind ; but it is youthful 
lusts, which the apostle warned Timothy to flee, 
and the one often leads to the other. A boy may 
commence playing or gambling with buttona, 
then with pence, then with silver or gold, perhaps 
not his own, led on by alternate gain and loss, till 
loss at length leads to discovery, disgrace, and 
prison. A girl may deck herself with a bead ring 
or necklace ; then a metal one, till a love of show 
is begotten in the mind, and modesty, and, alas ! 
too often decency, are sacrificed in this trap. 
Thus it is with the manifold ways of pleasure- 
seeking ; a little trespass or excess here ; then a 
little more, a Httle further there, a little stolen 
fruit from this tree, a Httle from that, till it is 
strange indeed if one of the many traps of drunk- 
enness, vice, and crime of different kinds does not 
catch and hold the trespasser. Perhaps, if we 
could trace the rise and progress of crime in some 
of the worst characters, we should find it had 
very small beginnings. Perhaps they commenced 
with hesitation and fear, till getting more ac- 
customed to, and bolder in the ways of evil, they 
go on until, if not prevented by a miracle of grace, 
the prison or death catches and holds the bodies, 
and hell the soul of the trespasser. A too frequent 
plucking of the tree of refreshment leads into the 
man-trap of drunkenness, and who can tell half 
the misery of our favoured, guilty land which 
arises from this trap ; a too frequent eating of the 
tree of recreation oft leads to the trap of idleness 
and poverty. (Prov. xxiv. 30.) Trespassing on the 
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ground of prevarication, exaggeration, &c., leads 
to the trap of habitual lying ; what a caution the 
Lord has given against this, perhaps the most 
oommon of all sins. *' All liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone." (Eev. xxi. 8.) All, whether liars in 
religion, in sport, in excuse, or any other form. 
How often a spirit of trifling with the Word or 
Name of God leads to scoffing, blasphemy, 
scepticism, and on to avowed atheism ; and how 
dreadfully this prevails in the present day. 

There are other man-traps as dangerous, de- 
ceptive, and fatal as, or more so than, any before 
mentioned ; although *we may be caught by, and 
held fast in them, we might be thinking ourselves 
free and safe. We mean traps in religion, and 
these are legion. What a man-trap is the Papacy ; 
how it holds, yea, makes merchandize of the souls 
of men. (See Eev. xviii. 13.) How many of the 
bodies of God's saints have been taken in this 
trap, and tormented and slain ; but woe to those 
whose souls are caught and perish therein. There 
are many other sects and schisms which are none 
the less dangerous to the soul, though they appear 
less hurtful and abominable in their practices. If 
the reader would know whether he is in any such 
trap, I would say, " Search the Scriptures." If 
men speak not according to this testimony, in its 
every part and bearing, it is because they have 
no (spiritual) light in them ; and are consequently 
at best but " Satan's ministers transformed into 
angels of light;" and are only man-traps. 

In the Word of God, especially the Proverbs, 
the figure trap, gin, snare, &c., is very frequently 
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used to describe, or point out, the craftiness, 
deceptiveness, danger, &c., of tempters and 
temptations of every kind, and also to show the 
improbability or impossibility, according to what 
is signified, of a soul diverting itself from the 
dominion thereof when caught or snared. 

There is a blessed man-trap in which I most 
heartily wish and hope many, or all, if the Lord 
be pleased, of my young readers may be caught ; 
that is, the trap or net of the gospel. Once 
caught in this through the influence and power 
of the Holy Spirit, it is impossible either to get, 
fall, or be pulled out any more, and, solemn truth, 
all who are not so caught will surely be held in 
one trap or other of Satan and sin, and perish 
eternally. 

Great God, do thou mine eyes unseal, 
And show me how, what, where I am ; 
The myriad man-traps, O reveal, 
And lead me to thy spotless Lamb. 
Be thou my wisdom, helper, friend, 
Bedeemer, Saviour, keeper, guide ; 
Lead, keep, and guard me to the end, 
And let me safe in thee abide. 





Itmaijj o| ]f i^kporfejis. 



^S'HOSB who visit the various museuins, 4c., 
f^ of London may frequently see the above 
kindly caution posted in some prominent 
place or places ; it h thus in the Zoological Gar- 
dens, but it by no means implies that the only 
pickpockets are the occupants of the monkey- 
house ; more likely, he or she is at your side 
entering into conversation, or apparently intent 
upon some object of interest you are youtseli 
admiring. And -whilst it, or they, may be enter- 
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taining or amusing you in a manner to engross 
your attention, the hand may be in your pocket, 
or taking your watch or guard, whilst you are off 
your ** watch and guard." The policy of the 
pickpocket is always to take you at unawares 
(the wise man writes. ** in vain is the net spread 
in the sight of any bird ") unless you happen to 
be alone, or too weak or nervous to resist their 
attempt, then they may attack you openly, but 
in either event the object is your loss, and per- 
haps bodily injury. 

But my object is not so much to caution our 
young friends against the pickpockets, who watch 
their opportunity of taking purse or property, as 
to caution them against some they are hable to 
make for or yield to, in and of themselves. How 
very grievous it is to note the many who pick 
their own, or their parents*, or employers' pockets, 
yet perhaps do not commit what the law would 
term a dishonest act. What a pickpocket is 
drunkenness ; how it robs persons of their money, 
their respect, their reason, their time, comfort, 
and everything which helps to make our life upon 
earth morally happy, both for ourselves and 
connections ; yet, as a rule, hke a pickpocket, it 
steals upon anyone unobserved, when perhaps it 
is considered only a little extra enjoyment ; but 
when a man comes to examine himself afterwards, 
he finds all that had gained for him the respect 
and confidence of others is gone, his drunkenness 
has robbed him of it. Then again idleness, sloth, 
or whatever name we may give it ; what pick- 
pockets these are to beware of ; though, strictly 
speaking, these steal what should h(we gone to 



16 PUBLIC NOTICES AKD CAUTIONS. 

the pocket more than what is there ; and others 
more industrious put it in theirs by doing that 
which the idle one had the opportunity of doing 
had he had the will and manliness. Loitering, 
playing, &c., during the time we should be about 
our masters' or parents* business, is picking their 
pockets to the extent of the time lost thereby, and 
frequently much more than the time is thus lost. 
Slandering, backbiting, &c., is pocket-picking, as 
it injures another's reputation, and may aSect 
them much deeper than we imagine, and rob 
them of much more than we, or perhaps them- 
selves, know. Taking advantage of another's 
misfortune, or of any influence we might have 
with, or over, them to drive a " hard bargain " 
with them to their loss, when they cannot help 
themselves, is pocket-picking. If my readers have 
any such amongst their ** Friendly Companions," 
do not trust them. Such would betray friend- 
ships, or rob their father or mother if they could 
gain thereby. Wrongfully using any knowledge 
we may possess to the injury of another, in any 
way, for our own advantage or advancement, is 
morally no better than pocket-picking. In fact, 
whatever we do which causes another loss, either 
in name, time, money, or anything else which is 
of use to him or her, is pocket-picking. Spending 
oui time in vain self-indulgence or vain amuse- 
ments is picking our own pockets. To any sober 
mind, however young, there is always a sufficiency 
of change, pleasure, &c., to be obtained in seeking 
and inquiring into the many things which are 
profitable to be known; such as history in its 
various phases, consequences, influences, dis- 
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ooveries, wars^ tumults, &c. ; also in the different 
sciences ; the marvellous works of God in creation, 
its secondary causes and effects ; the wonderful 
depths, mysteries, and perfections of nature, its 
service and operations, under the providence of 
God, for man's welfare and well-being. It is im- 
possible to recount here the many ways in which 
the seasons of leasure may be pleasurably and 
profitably spent. May you be assured of one 
thing, youth is the time to begin pondering, 
storing, inquiring, &c. As is the twig, such will 
often be the tree. Solomon, speaking as God's 
preacher, says, " Eemember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, 
I have no pleasure in them;" and goes on to 
describe under various simiUtudes the "evil days" 
AS maturing age and decay. (Ec. xii. 1 — 7.) As 
age increases, cares, toils, vicissitudes of various 
kinds, tend to engross the attention in the 
necessary struggles of life, and draw the natural 
mind farther from any thought of, or reverence 
for, the name of God. The Psalmist, speaking of 
such says, "God is not in all (any of) his 
thoughts." There is a remembering and aclmow- 
ledging of God as our Creator and Preserver, apart 
from all gracious and spiritual leading and teach- 
ing in the soul ; the whole tenour of God's Word 
bears this out. One who does not acknowledge 
God in the various mercies of his life robs him of 
that honour which is his just due, as between 
Creator and creature ; and is worse than the 
brutes, those instinctively (so called) look to, or 
depend upon, God, and what he gives they 
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gather : '' He openeth his hand and satisfieth the 
desire of every living thing." What is a greater 
rohhery than this ? 

The various kinds of robbery we have men- 
tioned, and all other such like, not only pick the 
pockets and injure those who are thus affected, 
but also hurt even to the soul, for all such doinga 
are evil; and Wisdom says, ''He that sinneth 
against me wrongeth his own soul.*' What a 
solemn truth, that however we injure another, or 
whatever we sin in, we are but " wronging our 
own soul." Thus we rob another, sin against 
(rod, and in all this are wronging or injuring 
chiefly ourselves. 

May my readers, with the Lord's blessing, grow 
up useful, cautious, respectable men and women ; 
and obey the precept, *' Owe no man anything," 
not only by not borrowing or robbing, but by 
giving everyone his proper due, whether as parent, 
friend, guardian, teacher, or otherwise, according 
to their position; but, above all, may they be 
found not only in a "moral uprightness" as a 
man to his fellows, which is commendable as 
pertaining to this life, but which has no merit 
beyond what it merits of respect or esteem from 
our fellows ; but in that righteousness which is 
of Jesus, even the *' righteousness which is of God 
by faith," without which our best deeds, as per- 
taining to hoHness, are but what one has described 
as ''splendid sins," and the apostle calls them 
" dung and dross." 



A llM'ff^,^^^^ 







i^OULD our forefathers of even a few genera- 
^ tions- back now look upon onr land, what 
reasons for astonisbinent would meet their 
eyes at every turn, and in almost every branch 
where progress, improvement, and invention seem 
conceivable. In nothing, perhaps, would their 
astonishment find more scope than in our means 
of locomotion, and the conveyance of intelhgence ; 
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our telegraphs and other " graphs " and "phones *' 
ahnost too numerous to mention ; our elaborate 
system of postage, &c., our " ships of • iron " 
ploughing the seas, and horses of iron ploughing 
the lands, conveying by the power of steam, in 
a few hours or days, what would then have taken 
days, weeks, or even years to accomplish. Our 
roads also, instead of being bogs of mud, or tracks 
of slush almost unusable during the worst 
seasons of the year, are now macadamised, and 
rendered for the most part easy and convenient 
both for man and beast. 

Steam is now not only used as a power of 
locomotion on the iron roads (railways), — ^but 
also as a means of making and repairing the 
ordinary roads, especially in our larger towns, by 
propelling heavy rollers over the newly strewed 
stones, thus rendering them at once smooth and 
hard to the tread, instead of their being gradually 
and unevenly hardened by the pressure of vehicles, 
&c. There is one used in the London parks which 
much resembles a large iron cottage rolling along. 
Whilst these *' rollers " are being used, there has 
to be the notice, ** Beware of the steam-roller," 
placed at each extremity of the part which is 
being rolled, to give notice to drivers of horses, 
&c., that they may be on their guard against 
their horses taking fright, and perhaps getting 
uncontrollable and doing more or less mischief. 

But our object in taking the " steam-roller " 
for a subject is not so much to describe either it 
or its uses — which, however, we have briefly done 
for the information of our country readers — as to 
use it as what it appeared to our mind to be, a 
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fitting illustration of another kind of '* steam- 
roller " which, it is to be feared, we all more or 
less carry about with us, and against the evil 
tendencies of which we cannot be too much upon 
our guard, or be too much cautioned against — we 
mean anger. Alas I what mischief, ruin, and 
trouble of every conceivable kind has this '* steam- 
roller " caused and still causes in the earth. How 
many comfortable homes it has ground down, how 
many friendships it has destroyed, how many 
fair prospects it has bhghted, how much peace, 
love, joy, pleasure, and pleasant and to-be- 
cherished feelings and frames of the mind and 
affections, both moral and spiritual, has anger, 
like a ** steam-roller," passed over and consumed. 
How many milhons have increased their trans- 
gressions tenfold mider its dominion, and how 
many millions it has hurried to a swift and 
terrible end, both of body and soul ; and yet, for 
the most part, this terrible engine is thought but 
little of by its possessor ; its present and passing 
effects have to be felt and borne for the greater 
part by what it passes over and crushes under its 
power. How much is spoken in the Scriptures 
concerning this ** crusher." 

The ** steam-roller," when under proper control 
and used for a proper purpose, is a means of 
good; so even anger — or, as we might perhaps 
more correctly term it, a godly jealousy or indig- 
nation — ^has in a proper season and measure done 
great good, accomplished great ends, and turned 
away the threatened judgments of God. Thus 
Elihu (Job xxxii. 2 — 5) was angry with Job for 
seeking to justify himself rather than God, and 
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against Job's ** miserable comforters of friends," 
because they accused Job of acts which they 
could not prove, or in any way sustain by his 
conduct ; this was acting the part of a real friend, 
to declare to Job his error or sin, and at the same 
time to defend him from the false accusations of 
others. Other instances might also be given 
whereby men have been moved by a godly anger 
or zeal to vindicate the honour of God. But this 
is a matter upon which we may much deceive 
ourselves; hence there are many cautions con- 
cerning it. Moses was moved by anger to strike, 
instead of speak to, the rock ; his manner showed 
somewhat of concern or resentment on his own 
account as well as for the Lord, and he was 
punished for it as a sin. The disciples showed a 
similar spirit (Luke ix. 54), which the Lord Jesus 
quickly rebuked. " The wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of God." (Jas. i. 20.) There 
is perhaps only one kind of anger — if it may be 
called anger — of which we have no cause to be 
afraid, and that is being angry with ourselves on 
account of our sins, foUies, &c. (See 2 Cor. vii. 11.) 
There are few, comparatively speaking, who 
would know how to control a " steam-roller," 
and keep it from going beyond its bounds and 
doing mischief ; it is thus with anger. Solomon 
says (Prov. xiv. 29), He that is slow to wrath is 
of great understanding ; again. He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty ; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. (xvi. 
32). Anger is foolish. "He that is soon angry 
dealeth foolishly.'* (xiv. 17.) Anger governs reason. 
It is heavy. "A stone is heavy, and the sand 
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weighty, but a foors wrath is heavier than them 
both." (xxvii. 3.) It bears down and crushes 
whatever is in its power. It is cruel, outrageous, 
and rebeUious ; to what a dreadful extent it pre- 
vailed in Jonah's breast, what he suffered on 
account thereof. God punishes anger in his 
people, as many instances in Scripture testify. 
He controls it in the breasts of the wicked often- 
times, that it shall not be able to accompHsh its 
designs. What an awful scene this world would 
be, were the Lord to give the reins into men's 
own hand, to control this terrible ** steam-roller." 
The psalmist says, ** Surely the wrath of man 
(in the punishment thereof) shall praise thee I 
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain." 
(Ixxvi. 10.) 

As the "steam-roller** carries its own fire 
within it, so also with ourselves; our various 
passions are as fuel, which soon kindles and sets 
the whole machine moving in its crushing work ; 
tongue, hands, feet, eyes, and all our powers. 
May the Lord in much mercy give us grace and 
strength to resist its movements ; may he control 
us and keep us from hurting both ourselves and 
others by this terrible '* steam-roller." It is 
advisable to keep out of the way of a " steam- 
roller " when it is coming along, else we may get 
run over or injured in some way by it ; so also it 
is best to keep out of the way of an angry- minded 
person, both when they are angry and when they 
are not ; hence the exhortation, ** Make no friend- 
ship with an angry man ; and with a furious man 
thou shalt not go : lest thou learn his ways and 
get a snare to thy soul." (xxii. 24, 25.) 
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Dear readers, there is an anger of which we 
have not yet spoken. — God's anger. "He is 
angry with the wicked every day." It is a terrible 
anger we cannot comprehend; but if we die in 
our anger, sins, and blood, it is an anger we shall 
have to endure to all eternity. We have some- 
thing of its terribleness revealed in what the Lord 
Jesus endured upon the cross ; his bitter agonies 
and cries under its weight. The Lord grant in 
tender mercy he may deal with us in this life, that 
we may bear his fatherly anger here, and not his 
vindictive, avenging anger to all Eternity. 



tt 



Angry words are lightly spoken, 

In a rash and thoughtless hour ; 
Brightest links of life are broken 

By their deep insidious power. 
Angry words are lightly spoken, — 

Bitterest thoughts are rashly stirred, 
Brightest prospects oft are broken 

By a single angry word." 








In straig|t tn i\& n 



^^TALKING down a lane some time ago, we 
^|M saw two hand posts some distance apart ; 
^^) each pointed to the other, and had the 
above words on. We looked ahout some little 
time and could see no necessity for, or use of, 
the caution, as the road was hard and dry. Upon 
inquiry we found that in very wet weather the 
. TfiA iftKtbi*iFl""" ^ud all round was completely 
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flooded, and that any vehicles or travellers at 
such times were likely either to get into a ditch 
or stumble about and get injured in some other 
way, if not to be quite carried away by the flood. 

We have often thought of these posts since, 
and have, in some measure, like Solomon at the 
field of the slothful, "Looked upon it (them), and 
received instruction." (Prov. xxiv. 30-34.) 

Perhaps many readers, like myself at one time, 
have thought many of the cautions contained in 
the Scriptures, and also those uttered by older 
and wiser tongues than our own, in admonishing 
us, were unnecessary for our guidance or observ- 
ance. They might be very well for those* who 
were in dangerous places, but for us, who thought 
we were in safety from the things cautioned 
against, they were quite needless, if not out of 
place. Time, which proves all things, has proved 
to us that there is no caution which we may with 
safety slight, and no danger into which we are 
not liable to fall, if not to perish. All Scripture 
is given for reproof, correction, instruction, &c. 
" The eye (perception) that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of 
the valley shall pick it out (lusts, vices, &c., so 
overcome the mind that some at last scarcely see 
evil in anything), and the young eagles (poverty, 
disease, crime, death, &c.) shall eat it." (Prov. 
•XXX. 17.) "Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall." Perhaps the worst 
element of danger is fancied security, — to think 
we stand on dry, firm ground, and therefore do 
not need cautioning. How many calamities 
Occur daily of lesser or greater 
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extent, which might be averted if caution were 
observed, even although danger may not threaten. 
Therefore we advise our young friends never to 
despise or sHght a caution, because there may 
not be any danger apparent. 

Temptation is fitly compared to a flood. How 
many have thought they stood upon firm ground 
and were in no danger of being tempted, much 
less of falling, or being carried away by drunken- 
ness, theft, idleness, profligacy, infidelity, blas- 
phemy, &c., &c. A storm of temptation may 
come on ; it seems a little thing scarcely worth 
noticing, certainly not dangerous, we may think ; 
we; take little heed of it; perhaps it increases, 
and taunts, threats, entreaties, &c., help to in- 
crease it until it becomes dangerous. Well it is 
for one in such a position if he struggles through 
and gets to the other side without falling in a 
ditch, and injuring reputation, health, prosperity, 
trust, &c., or perhaps at length being wholly 
carried away by the flood, to rise no more. How 
many instances of this happen around us daily. 
May we never think any temptation small, or 
any advice or caution unnecessary. 

Our life may be compared to struggling through 
a flood ; for difiiculties, troubles, disappoint- 
ments, vexations, cares, &c., more or less meet 
every one in their way, and need to be striven 
against, lest we fall, or are carried away by the 
powers thereof. A boy goes to school, he has 
to struggle through his lessons, tasks, &c., to get 
to ''the other post" of being an able scholar. 



AfanchpT k mppreoated, he Deeds to mvik wdl 
to get dsoo^ the Tanoos phfrs and pins ol 
the pHsfessioD he is imcnded lor, 10 get to ** the 
odber po6t^ of heiE^ an acccmplishpci aitist or 
Tnerhanir. AtvI it i§ needful to keep the end 
ocHHiimallT in liew, aa>d *'go sirasghS to the 
otbi^ poet ;** not torn asde heze axtd theze, for 
lazmess, frirolitT, or even woxse hindrazices. 
While we are not gcHng on, we aze eiiher stand- 
ing still or gcHng bad^; and neidm <^ these 
courses can do anything bat hinder, if not alto- 
gether stop, our getting to '* the other post " <^ 
success. The greatest yictory is that which 
eneoonters and orercomes the greatest hind- 
rances and obstructions. X<Mie legitimately 
attain to distinction in any loanch or pursuit 
but those who have woiiced hard and earned it. 



Whatever is a man's or bov's chief desire, 
that is his " other post," and according to the 
intensity of the desire, sach is the straggle for it. 
Is it self-gratification or exaltation? A poor 
prize, he mil sacrifice any one to obtain it. Is 
it the glory of a "warriors" fame? Sword, 
blood, wounds, deaths, &c., are but considered 
the necessary means of attainment. And alas, 
what is it when reached ? A bubble, which 
when it bursts can yield no peace or content- 
ment; and the constitutent parts of it are 
discovered in mourning-clad families, battle-field 
burying grounds, amputated limbs, cicatrized fea- 
tures, mcreased taxation, &c. My young friends, 
if anything such-like should be the other post 
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of your ambition, may you turn back. ** He that 
Jforsueth evil pursueth it to his own death." 
Fferhaps the other post of some is a competency 
for age, or time of need, or to be of use to others ; 
the esteem and respect of our fellows ; all these 
are good in their place ; and to be desired and 
striven for in a right and lawful manner. What- 
ever is for our own or other's good, is worthy to 
be a "post" to strive for; but all these posts, 
and many others, may be reached, and that after 
touch and commendable effort ; but after all it is 
only a place for Time. There is a flood which 
ttajTies all before it, Death I (Ps. xc. 5.) How 
are we likely to reach the other post, Eteknitt? 
What are we seeking, or struggling after? Is it 
salvation by grace? What are we striving 
against? Is it sins, pride, unbelief, &c.? Christian 
had his back upon the world, — he had left that 
post, and was reaching straight after eternal life« 
That was his "other post." Is it ours? 

The Lord Jesus, — we would speak reverently, 
had a "post" or object always before his eyes, 
and which all his powers and aims were bent to 
reach and obtain. The honour and glory of God 
the Father, and the salvation of his church. Did 
he accompHsh it ? Yes I By awful strivings, 
fightings, sorrows, .and griefs. He went straight 
to it, by perfect obedience and unswerving 
purpose. Temptations, plottings, mockings, 
scourgings, hunger, weariness, loneliness, all these 
and other hindrances from men and devils he 
endured and went through, but he never lost 
sight of the other post of his purpose. What an 
awful flood burst upon him [at the last, when 

o2 
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every sin of his church was laid upon him, with 
all the wrath due thereunto ; solemn, unutterable, 
and inexplicable mystery ! Yet even in this 
awful flood his purpose was the same, and the 
"dying thief," and the awful demands of justice, 
and vengeance and wrath for sins, engaged his 
holy, loving, compassionate, suffering soul and 
body at the same moment. Blessed are they 
who, through and by grace, "strive to enter in 
at the straight gate," who feel an earnest desire 
for salvation through the merits of Jesus and the 
mercy of God. All who seek it in any othier 
channel will be carried away and perish. Neither 
works, tears, or blood of our own, had we floods 
of them, could help us to obtain salvation. 

•• Not the labour of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law's demands ; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow ; 
All for sin could not atone ; 
Thou must save, and thou alone." 

Dear young friends, may your "other post" 
for this life be honour, integrity, uprightness, 
usefulness, &c. ; but may the Lord granb that 
these may only be the "things which accompany 
salvation," — and which are manifested where a 
work of salvation is being carried on in the soul, 
— and not, as is the case with many, be looked 
upon by you as the procuring cause, or help to 
salvation, which is by grace alone. 




^I^^se ^iBps are 
Jlangsijoiis. 



fT woold be a. boon to the public if the above 
kindly caution was placed oftener at the 
top of flights of stairs 9F stone steps in 
different places where they are worn or broken ; 
aiid which, being descended in the dark or in a 
hurry, frequently causes a fall and injury. Our 
object now is not to enumerate staircaseB in 
London or elsewhere where the notice might be 
useful; bat to mention a few "steps" which are 
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extremely dangerous, as well in their eternal, as 
their present, consequences; in the hope that 
some may receive the caution and be careful. 

What a dangerous ''step" is disobedience to, 
or the dishonouring of, parents. How often this 
is' the first step in a downward career. It seems 
a "step" but httle regarded for the most part. 
If we would know the danger of it we can find it 
in the Bible, and judge of the danger or sin 
thereof by the punishment commanded. We 
there find it classed with the worst of sins. Such 
sons were to be stoned to death. (Dent. xxi. 
18-21.) Never make a friend of any who despise 
their parents. 

Sabbath-breaJdng is another dangerous step. 
This, too, was punished by death. It seems now 
to be accounted by most a trifliing offence, if any 
at all ; royalty, clergy, professors of religion and 
infidels, in different ways dishonour the Sabbath. 
Woe to such. Whatever was under the law 
denounced as evil may be measured, both in 
nature and extent, according to the punishment 
prescribed; and such it is still. God and sin 
never change. Those were the most dreadful 
of sins for which no sacrifice was provided or 
accepted, and those very sins are now often 
accounted small. 

Drunkenness, swearing, stealing, deceit, envy, 
pride, mockery, &c. ; these are all dangerous 
steps, and oftentimes hasten sinners to their 
death, both natural and eternal. How often in 
one order or another these and such-like sins are 
fallen into one after another like so many steps 
leading downward, to the loss of character, posi- 
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tion* friendship, respect, and utter destruction. 

We have thought an instance or two might 
strike some young readers' minds, and show thft 
danger, We will first speak of David. 

We find after the Lord had appeared many 
times for David, preserved and blessed him in hig 
various undertakings, and at last firmly estab- 
lished him upon his throne in the place of Saul ; 
the time came when Israel went to war with and 
destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged 
Babbah. Especial mention is made that ** David 
tarried still at Jerusalem." (2 Sam. xi. 1.) He 
had been in the habit of going to the wars with 
hi^ people before. It would seem he had got 
indolent or self-indulgent now, a first dangerous 
step. Then in stopping at home he does not 
appear to have employed his time in praying for 
the success of his armies ; or to have been en- 
gaged in promoting the welfare of his kingdom in 
other respects. He recUned on his bed ; when 
he arose his eye and desire seems to have 
wandered to what was forbidden and evil; a 
second dangerous step. He then committed a 
most heinous sin both against man and God ; the 
third dangerous step. It would appear that both 
he and his partner in guilt were agreed as to what 
was to be done in the event of any consequences 
following their sin which should make it manifest ; 
for when David is informed thereof he sends for 
Uriaih. But Uriah was too loyal to take any 
pleasure at home while his captain and brother^ 
soldiers were enduring the hardship and hazard of 
war, and so would not go to his house. Here 
then is an instance of the dreadful power of 
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allowed and indulged sin ; and shows how one 
dangerous step is followed hy others to hide the 
first. What David afterwards snfTered in his 
family and in himself as pnnishment for his sin, 
and to show the anger of God against it we have 
revealed in his after-history, and his penitential 
51st and other psalms. Broken hones, tronhle, 
and distress of various kinds, if not worse, are the 
certain effects of such falling down dangerous 
steps. 

Another instance we take is a case that was 
recorded in the " Times," concerning a wretched 
murderer in Berlin named Conrad, aged 34. " He 
began life as a philosophic tailor, and after 
roaming through various occupations, ended hy 
strangling in one night his wife and four children. 
The trial of the murderer excited the deepest 
interest, as it was feared that the evidence against 
him might possibly break down. It disclosed 
a terrible degree of social depravity well calculated 
to make the humanitarians of the nineteenth 
century pause and think. Of great force of 
character, intelligent, inquiring, well-read, in- 
ventive, ready, and of remarkable self-possession. 
He had been a diligent reader of the poet Schiller 
and of the naturalist Charles Darwin, and his 
desultory course of study had ended in making 
him, like many others of his class in Germany, — 
and may we not say in England also, — a believer 
in notlung whatever. He not only renounced 
religion himself, but compelled his wife to leave 
the Church, and brought up his children in 
heathen darkness. He was sentenced to death. 

Here is an awful instance of the effects of the 
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" oppositions of science, falsely so-called/' when 
pnrsued with the object of disproving and denying 
the truths of Scripture. If any of our readers are 
treading upon these steps of scepticism, pause; 
they are dangerous. There is nothing in the 
discoveries of nature or science, rightly under- 
stood and impartially used, which can overturn 
any Scripture. Even supposing that many objects 
in nature or science have been discovered which 
may appear by the laws of nature to be older 
than the recorded date of creation, that proves 
nothing, and may be answered in two ways. 
First, we read, ** In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth," &c. Nothing is said 
as to how long chaos continued. It may have 
been thousands of ages or not, we cannot tell. 
Then we read of a time when " The Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters, and God said 
Let there be Hght," &c. This was called "the 
first day." Secondly, supposing the creation of 
the heaven and the earth, and the order of Hght 
and darkness were all accomphshed in one day 
of twenty-four hours, will any dare to say God 
could not have created them at once with all the 
natural appearances of milHons of ages, if he saw 
fit. It would be no greater effort for Oitinipotence 
than the raising a blade of grass. It may not be 
reasonable, but reason must hide before the 
wisdom and will of God. Beware of tampering 
with, much less trampling upon, revealed truth ! 
These steps are dangerous. Perhaps some of the 
foremost leaders in these ** dark paths," or steps, 
are eo-called preachers, in different pulpits. God 
forbid we should call them servants of the Lord 
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Jesus; they bear no more resemblance to him 
than light to^ darkness. One sceptical, popularity- 
hunting Church preacher is reported to have 
referreid lately to the war waged in Egypt, as 
follows : ** The notion that in particular battles 
God fought for one side more than for another 
seemed to him to be a pagan, or at most a Jewish 
one. The Eomans believed in Castor and Pollux, 
and Joshua believed in a tribal God Jehovah, who 
stopped the sun, fought for the Jew, and oc- 
casionally put him through some very doubtful 
transactions. But the rehgion of Christ spoke of 
a God of peace and consolation, who was th^ 
Father of all men, and who, in spite of their 
wickedness and weakness, in every conceivable 
war loved and pitied both sides alike." An 
utterance more blasphemously atheistic and pro- 
fane, we should think could scarcely be found 
in any of the works of avowed infidels. " Wolves 
in sheep's clothing," and "devils transformed 
into angels of light," are the worst enemies man 
has upon the earth, and the greatest curse of any 
nation . What burning j udgmen ts were denounced 
by the Son of God upon "bhnd leaders of the 
blind ;" and as of old so now ; the worst are often 
those who are most exalted in Moses' seat ; the 
expounders (or confounders) of Scripture. (Jno. 
ix. 41.) When knowledge is servant and pride is 
master, evil must be the outcome. 

Some years since, a man was pointed out to us 
in Somerset who was said to have eaten himself 
blind. He ate so much to win a wager that it so 
affected him, he became bUnd. It seems thus 
oftentimes, with an unsanctified mind. Many 



THESE STEPS AKE DAKGEBOUS. 35 

called "preachers" seem so crammed with 
heathen philosophy, pagan practices, popish super- 
stitions, and hosts of other traditions and heresies,, 
that they are unable to distinguish anything 
aright, hence the disgusting theories and practices 
of so many of them. They are strangers to the 
power of truth, the law of God written in the 
heart ; and almost, in many instances, strangers . 
to, the letter of Scripture too. Their sermons 
frequently contain nothing of Scripture or reUgion 
either, much less ** spirit and life.'* Such always 
lead in dangerous steps. 

Another, called a canon, once spoke of murder 
as " worse than the crucifixion of Christ." What 
could he possibly have known of the natuj^e 
of sin, or the curse of God on account thereof ; to 
see no difference in the awful death of Christ and 
the death of a sinner ; nay, to account it a less 
thing. Headers ! Never learn of any man who 
speaks lightly of Jesus Christ, his merits, sufifer- 
ings, or words. 

Another, who has drawn multitudes after him 
in America, has announced a change in his mind. 
How many times we may change our mind in 
rehgion, God alone can change the heart. When 
he doeth that, it is done for ever, and no other 
change is of any saving benefit. ** Ye must be 
born again." He now discards or denies ** the 
doctrine of the atonement," '* man's original sin 
by the fall of Adam," and "mans's inabihty to 
keep the law;" thus contradicting the great 
truths of the Scriptures, the good news of the 
gospel, and rejecting the only possible way of 
salvation. 
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We might quote many other instances, but 
mention only these, to show the dangerousness 
of false steps in rehgion. May we have wisdom 
given us to reject everything that rejects Scripture, 
or that Scripture rejects. ** Abhor that which is 
evil ; cleave to (not leave) that which is good." 

Education, knowledge, learning, research, &c., 
are excellent in their place as servants to the 
mind, and should be pursued with diligence ; but 
when they govern the mind, then it is they 
become ** dangerous steps." 

The only steps which are not dangerous are 
those which are ordered by the Lord, and ordered 
in his Word. (Ps. cxix. 133 ; xxxvii. 23) ; and 
which the Lord directeth. (Prov. xvi. 9.) God 
hath numbered the steps of our hves, and 
measured our days; he also "sees all our ways, 
and counts all our steps." (Job. xxxi. 4.) 





\mf in i\i '%it^\l 



C^T railway atationB, and in narrow thorough- 
JH fares, we may often see the notice, 
*#^ "Please keep to the right." And what a 
saving of trouble and of angry words there would 
be if this notice was more attended to 1 Who has 
not heard the words, "Now then, stupid, where 
are you coming?" or, "Now then, why don't yon 
keep your own side?" simply because they did 
not keep to the right side of the way ? And 0, 
how many of what the world calls accidents 
occur through not keeping to the right I It does 
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not follow, though, that if we keep to the li^t 
hand we shall always he light. 

*' For riding or driving is a paradox quite ; 
If yon ke^ to the left yon will always be right." 

Ships at sea obey the same rule. Still, there is 
something else beside keeping right, and that is, 
doing right. Take a case in point : The writer 
was crossing the Atlantic for Liverpool. Soon 
we expected to make the coast of Ireland. The 
night was unusually dark, and a heavy sea was 
running, so that the steamer (which was the 
** Great Eastern**) rolled very heavily ; but having 
commended ourselves to His care "who neither 
slumbers nor sleeps," we turned into our berth 
and soon fell asleep. But about two o'clock in 
the morning we were awoke by a tremendous 
shock, which almost threw us out of our berth. 
We soon made our way to the deck, when what 
a sight presented itself! There was a small 
barque alongside which the big ship had run into, 
and the watch were trying to save all the lives 
of the crew before she should go down. After 
the captain of the sinking ship had been brought 
on board, the first question he asked^was, "Why 
did you run my ship down?" The captain of 
the ** Great Eastern" said, " Save your men ; we 
will talk of the running down afterwards. How 
many men are you short?" So he mustered 
them and found them to be six short, and then 
they brought another, and then another, till at 
last they reduced the absent ones to two, and it 
was found that the mainmast had fallen on one 
and killed him, and the other fell between the 
two ships and was killed instantly. We sailed 
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round the ship till dayli^t, and then left her to 
go down. Now, how did these two men lose 
their lives, and the oaptain his ship? Just 
because she did not carry lights. The watch 
were neither keeping right nor doing right. 

Another instance which came under the writer's 
notice occurred in the deep blue waters of the 
Pacific. We had left Payta, one of the principal 
seaports of Peru, having on board the English 
mail from Panama. We were a long way out to 
seaward — that is, we were not hugging the land 
— ^when, in the second officer's watch, the 
quartermaster shouted that something was ahead, 
but before the engines could be reversed the ship 
had ploughed its way through the object, and left 
it behind; then the ship was stopped and the 
boats lowered to see what it was. It was found 
to be a balsa that we had cut through. A balsa 
is a large raft used to trade between the Lobos 
Isles and Lambayeque, carrying cotton and other 
produce ; they draw very little water, being 
simply logs of cabbage wood laid on the water, 
about three deep — that is, the first logs are laid 
lengthwise and the second crosswise, the third 
lengthwise again ; all lashed firmly together with 
some fibrous material ; and although they look 
80 cumbrous and unweildly they sail very well. 
They carry an immense mainsail, which, when 
filled with a strong breeze, carries them through 
the water at seven or eight knots an hour. Well, 
it was one of these we had cut through. The 
ten men jumped into the sea before the steamer 
struck her, and were picked up by the ship's boats. 
Two seemed to be hurt ; but when we stripped 
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one there was not a bruise upon him, yet he did 
not stir; he was taken down below, and the 
writer used all his powers to restore consciousness, 
but all to no purpose — the soul had fled. The 
grief of the poor father knew no bounds, Mus 
lamentation being how should he tell his mother 
when he returned. O 1 how we in our inmost 
soul pitied him in his sore distress I All he could 
do was to call upon the Virgin Mary ; and this 
was a son of Peru, with all its gold. Its very gold, 
like its reUgion, is dross ; a land of priestcraft 
and superstition ; a land of balm and balsams, 
but not of the **balm of Gilead." 

We committed his body to the deep till the sea 
shall give up its dead. The verdict on the 
captain of the balsa was, that he lost her through 
not carrying lights; he did not **keep to the 
right." The question comes to us, are we carry- 
ing Hghts? Are we carrying them in such a 
position that they that see them glorify God for 
them ? or are we carrying them that they may 
glorify ourselves instead of our Lord and Master ? 
O, may we have, hke David, the Lord on our 
right hand ; then we shall not be greatly moved. 
We have moral and physical power to walk and 
keep the right-hand side of a road. We cannot 
keep the spiritual path one yard or one moment. 
**It is not in man to guide his steps aright." 
And we humbly acknowledge that we are only 
**kept by the power of God," and thank him that 
the power is not upon, or in us, but upon one that 
is mighty. 

We would earnestly exhort our readers to 
"keep to the right" in all matters relating to 
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their walk in life ; do not go aside to dishonesty, 
drunkenness, swearing, lying, or other evil acts. 
Sometimes, it seems very plausible by a little 
trifling with truth, &c., to escape the consequenses 
which may follow if we ''keep entirely to the 
right;" but depend upon it, candid acknowledge- 
ment of any mistake, or mishap, or even wrong- 
doing, is by far the best, even morally considered. 
Bi begets confidence. One who will brave censure 
or punishment rather than ** turn from the right," 
is sure to be esteemed; whilst others, even if 
they escape detection by man, it is with guilt. 
The Scriptures and all history will testify to the 
truth of this. Let thine eyes look right on, &c 
Prov. iv. 25-27. 
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fHERB IB a, valley in India said to be the 
most beautiful in the -world. It is situated 
in a very delightful district, between ranges 
of moantains covered with verdure ; where vines, 
figs, and oranges grow, and where streams of pure 
water flow down every steep, and glide gently 
through towns and villages. 

To this lovely valley agentleman from England 
went many years ago. To friends at home, he 
wrote : " How delighted I am with my habitation 
and the country round it I Pomegranates and 
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fig-trees hang over my bed-room window, groves 
of apricots and peaches surround me on all sides, 
sweet-smelling flowers of every colour meet me 
whichever way I turn. But, alas! It has a 
serious drawback." What was the drawback to 
this lovely valley in India ? There were poisonous 
reptiles which would meet you in your walks, 
disturb you in your leisure at home ; even crawl 
about you in the hours set apart for your sleep. 
Centipedes would get into boots or shoes; 
scorpions would now and then be found under 
pillows ; great poisonous spiders would hang by 
a thread over your plate as you sat at your 
meals; vipers, big with venom and ready to 
inflict injury, or even death, would sometimes be 
found coiled up in your hat just as you were 
about to put it on ; and, more than once, when 
putting your hand into your pocket you would 
pull it back, with a jerk and a cry, from it being 
suddenly seized and wounded by a large virulent 
beetle. 

These were some of the drawbacks of what 
might otherwise have been a truly enticing valley. 

Now, in England there are many nice places, 
lovely valleys, and pleasant towns, but in all of 
them there are "drawbacks." "O, but we 
haven't many poisonous reptiles here," you will 
say. "No; thank goodness, England is pretty 
free from such things." 

Stop a moment. I will tell you of some 
"stinging things," even in England, that mar the 
peace of many. There are, unhappily, every- 
where scandal-mongers and mischief-makers, who 
resemble, in the human form, the foul things I 

d2 
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have alluded to as spoiling the Indian valley, 
Are not men and women, boys and girls, reptites, 
whose stings are in their tongtces, poisonous taUr 
bearers, venomous calumniators, who set frieinds 
apart, and stir up strife wherever they go ? 

My friends, let us avoid the beginnings of 
slander. Let us take care that no poison mingles 
with our daily talk. People, as a rule, think 
very little of gossip, which is the first step 
towards mischief-making, scandal, and slander. 
Let us try and see the harm done by gossip. 

For one thing, it can rarely be truthful. It 
sounds a contradiction to speak of "a truthful 
tale-bearer." Consciously or not, tale-bearers 
become untruthful. They hear a story, and pass 
it on to their neighbour, unconsciously making 
the "best" (the worst) of it ; and from mouth to 
mouth the story grows till it oftentimes becomes 
a tissue of lies. Gossip and tale-bearing waste 
time. StockiQgs might be mended, gardens tilled, 
rooms swept, boots blacked, works of kindness, 
love, and mercy done during those minutes, those 
half and whole hours, spent in gossip over the 
afiairs of one neighbour, the faults of another, 
and the doings of a third. God has measured 
out our time to us for better purposes than this. 

A tale-bearer reveals secrets and breaks trust, 
spreads misery and destroys friendships. A girl's 
good name or a servant's character is of no 
account to the man or woman who gossips, for it 
is absurd to say that no real harm is done by 
false represen,tations. Much to the point is the 
story of the lawyer who was bitten on the heel 
of his boot by a strange dog, against which he 
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stumbled one day in his stable-yard. The lawyer 
turned to the dog with a look of pretended kind- 
ness. "Friend," said he, "I will not beat thee, 
neither will I kill thee ; I will give thee a bad 
name/* Whereupon he opened the yard-door, 
and letting the dog out, cried, '*Mad dog, mad 
dog /" The whole village was instantly in arms 
against the poor animal, which was quickly 
stoned to death, leaving a very bad name behind. 
So it is in society, both rich and poor. Thousands 
of virtuous men and women have been injured by 
malicious tales. 

It has been said that a big lie is like a big 
whale cast ashore by the tide ; leave it alone, 
and it will soon flounder itself out of breath, and 
beat itself to death. It is not always so ; there 
is great vitaHty in a lie. It is more like a hungry 
wolf that goes about for its prey, attacking all it 
comes near. The wolf may at length be caught, 
and be hanged or shot, a Har may be detected 
and the lie slain ; but both frequently do much 
mischief before they can be destroyed. 

Let us set our faces against this vice. Let us 
guard our own tongues, and close our ears against 
idle tales and slanderous reports. A good remedy 
for tale-bearing is not only silence, but occupation 
for head and heart. If you have Christ in 
your heart, then keep to your own work ; and 
mstead of thinking of the faults or shortcomings 
of others, dwell on your own sinful tendencies and 
need of mercy. And above all, remember that 
for all your words and thoughts you will one day 
have to render an account . Every idle , untruthful 
word, as well as every sinful deed, will then rise 
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up against us. "Which of us will be able to stand 
in that awful day ? Only those whose sins have 
been washed away in the Saviour's blood, and 
whose hearts and lives have been sanctified by 
the indwelling of his Holy Spirit. 

[We have called '* scandal," **dog," after the 
Eastern (Biblical) species, which, as Mr. Gadsby 
frequently relates in his ** Wanderings," widely 
differ from our own faithful and affectionate 
creatures, and are the representation of evil, 
mischief, and noise, in every respect. It would, 
as a rule, be a libel to apply the term ** slanderer" 
to our dogs.] 




In rarf|uH^ past t|is 



tHE above notice to the enginB-drivera of 
traiDB is to be seen here and there at differ- 
ent places on the railways, where special 
care is needed on account ot the sharp turns, 
or gradients, in the line's formation. 

So there are, here and there in our lives, 
"points" where extra care is needed in the turn 
we may take, and where a want of it might be 
oalamitoas, if not destructive. We have need — 
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as on railways — to be always careful, but there 
are times requiring extra care. 

It would be weU for us if, in our after-life, we 
always observed the same care unconsciously 
taken in our first steps in life. First from chair 
to chair, then, as strength and confidence in- 
creased, longer distances; yet depending upon 
and attending unto the warnings or cautions of a 
mother or other friend. 

The " point " of school-days needs to be gone 
carefully past. It is here, as a rule, that the 
character is formed ; and in the same degree, as 
we are careful or careless, whether in our learning, 
habits, or associates, we are likely at the end of 
the " point ** to become a sensible, intelligent, and 
trustworthy lad; or a stupid, vicious, and un- 
profitable fool. 

Another " point " calling for ccure is our leaving 
school to mate a ** start in life." How often it 
seems, morally, rather like a start in death. It 
is then that the " buds " of knowledge or character 
develop themselves. Perhaps the most critical 
point of one's life is when we leave home, and are 
removed from under the watchful care and 
attentive keeping of good parents. New tempta- 
tions, suited to the change of life and increase 
of years, are presented to the mind in all their 
deceitful and enticing powers and charms ; well 
it is for those who " go carefully past this point." 
Too often the freedom from parental restraint 
is looked forward to by youths as a time when 
they will be able to give unbridled freedom to the 
passions of their nature. If any of my readers 
are amongst such, I would remind them that if 
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a parent's eye is off them, the eye of God is not. 
He marketh all our ways. The wise man (Prov. 
xxvi. 5) has wisely answered such a fool according 
to his folly. He speaks as though he had been 
listening to such a one declaring what he was 
determined to do, or was doing ; and assentingly, 
but not approvingly, seems to answer him, "Well, 
you have made up your mind to ' have your fling' 
in sin, and to let nothing but opportimity hinder 
you; go on. 'Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth ; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine hearty 
and in the sight of thine eyes. But know thou, 
that for all these things God will bring theb 
INTO JUDGMENT.' " (Ecc. xi. 9.) Happy will it be 
for such if they are ** brought into judgment " in 
this life. They will find it a bitter thing to feel 
somewhat of the guilt of such sin upon the con- 
science ; but what if it endures to eternity. The 
vrater looks back with shame to a time when he 
thought to look *' manly," — a fool's thought — he 
would take to swearing. He did so, and was 
once reproved for it by an ungodly woman who . 
did the same herself ; but ** precept " not being 
supported by ** example," the reproof had no 
effect. One night, however, he dreamt he was 
in that flame which liars and swearers, — dying 
without repentance, must endure to all eternity. 
The " terrors " of that dream checked the swearer's 
tongue, though it did not change his heart. That 
was a good dream because it had a good effect. 
God speaks, warns, counsels, and commands by 
dreams if he is pleased ; and it is well if we are 
effectually admonished thereby. A religion, how- 
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ever, of dreams alone is a poor thing, and the 
possessors thereof are likely to awake up at last, 
and find they have nothing real for their soul's 
security. Dreams, Uke all other things, are only 
good so far as they have a good ejffect. We may 
apply what we have said of " swearing" to every 
other evil principle and action, which youth is 
particularly susceptible of being tempted by and 
falHng into. " Go carefully past this point." 

Another ** point" needing special care is getting 
married. This is generally the most important 
point we have to pass, as it affects our domestic 
happiness and well-being for all our after-life. It 
is a "point" which none but fools treat Kghtly. 
It was instituted in man's innocence, and for 
man's "good;" and, if entered into according to 
the Lord's design in its institution, viz., for a 
help-meet, it is well. For this, several important 
matters must be carefully considered ; as oneness 
or similarity of aim, disposition, likes and dislikes ; 
of being able to bear and forbear with each other ; 
a prevaiUng desire of seeking each other's welfare 
and happiness ; a manifest care by each for all 
that pertains to or concerns the other ; soberness 
of habit and mind, cleanliness, forethought, good 
management, lover of home, and many other such 
quahties. These can be generally discovered 
beforehand, where they are possessed ; and 
where they are wanting, whatever pleasing man- 
ners, qualities, or attainments, whether conceited 
or real, may be possessed beside, the union is 
not to be desired, or likely to prove a source 
of real pleasure or comfort. To have a wife or 
a husband, and not to have a " help-meet," is 
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a sorry thing. " Go carefully past this point." 
Another " point *' requiring care is the reHgious, 
— we are speaking in a natural sense,— sect, 
body, or society amongst which we go in and out, 
or to which we unite ourselves. Young friends, 
as far as you are able, and as far as you know, 
follow not after nor unite with any who do not 
found their tenets, doctrines, practice, &c., upon 
the Word of God, and whose services, in the con- 
ducting thereof, do not manifest the sober, 
reverential, circumspect deportment which be- 
comes a body of sinful, rational beings, met to 
worship that God in whose hand is their breath, 
upon whom they depend for every mercy and 
favour, whether for body or soul ; before whom 
they must at last appear, by whom they must be 
judged, and from whose mouth they must hear 
the blissful "Come ye blessed," or the dreadful 
" Depart ye cursed." Where, instead of this, there 
is a spirit of levity, noise, show, sensual super- 
stitions, idolatry, or a presumptuous famiharity 
with the name and Person of God, be sure that 
in the spirit of such worshippers there Satan is, 
and God is not. One great truth we would 
mention in conclusion, no matter to how sound 
or scriptural a system or body we may be united, 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see or 
enter the kingdom of God." "That which is 
bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is bom 
of the Spirit is Spirit." " Ye must be born again,** 
(margin) ** from above." (Jno. iii. 3-8.) 




P8maj|B of t|^ ¥i|atns. 



W OME time ago I was asked if my master kept 
^h a. spaniel dog. I said, "No ; for why?" 
J^ "Because there is odo a few yards up the 
line, with a leg cut off. It appears that a train last 
night run over it and killed it." A few minntes 
later I saw a gentleman I thought to be the do^s 
owner. I said, "Sir, have yon lost your lit^e 
dog?" "Yes, Smart, I have." "Well, the 
train has run over one just like yours." "Tes, 
BO I understand, and I am jnst come np to see if 
it is mine." We both went along and found the 



BBWABE OF THB TBAINS. 53 

poor little thing quite dead, with one fore-leg cut 
in two. " Yes," said the gentleman, " this is my 
dog right enough ; I am sorry, that I am." "Yes, 
Sir, no doubt you are," I said. ** Will you bury 
him for me?" he asked. I said, **Yes, Sir, I 
will." So he gave me something for doing it, 
and away he went. I dug a hole and buried it. 

While I was doing this, many thoughts arose 
iu my mind about the train. I will ust name a 
fdw of them, by God's help. 

We all know how fast a train will go, and if 
one gets in the way of one he is soon run over by 
it. Now there are many trains running every 
day of our lives, and it is very difficult to keep 
out of their way without getting bruised, or 
having a hone broken in some way or other. I 
mean the trains of Sin, which we all by nature 
cure in the ^ay of ; ai;id are in great danger of 
being run over by. 

A great many trains run every day on the Gt. 
Western Railway Company's lines. So also there 
are a great many trains running over the land 
every day belonging to the devil and his company. 
Pride is one train, which is a great sin in our day. 
Another is covetomness ; a train running very'fast 
indeed. Swearing is another. I cannot tell how 
fast this one goes, but it overtakes many. Lying 
is another, which goes very swift indeed. Many 
more I could name ; but these four 'will suffice 
for the present. 

We are all by nature gone out of the right way 
into the wrong. ** There is none righteous, no, 
not one. There is none that seeketh after God. 
They (speaking of all by nature) are all gone out 
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of the way. Their throat is an open sepulchre ; . 
with their tongues they have (and do still) used 
deceit ; the poison of asps is under theii lips ; 
whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness," 
&c. (See Eom. iii. 10-18.) This is the portrait 
of every one by nature. But let us look at the 
four trains which I have named. 

I. Pride, What does the Lord say about 
this? He says that ** every one that is proud in 
heart is an abomination to the Lord, and shall 
not go unpunished." (Prov. xvi. 5.) We all. 
have this proud heart by nature. This comes 
into the world with us. See a little child with 
new clothes on ; how proud he is, and how he 
shows it. See him a few years later, with a fine 
watch-chain, a fine walking stick in his hand, and 
a fine pipe in his mouth. How proud he is now I 
Well, the train is coming along ; and if God, of 
his rich mercy, goodness, and grace, does not 
stop you, you will be sure to find God's Word 
true, where he says, "He will destroy the house 
of the proud." (Prov. xv. 25.) Beware of the 
train, — Pride. 

II. Govetousness, What does the Lord say 
about this? He says, "Take heed and beware 
of covetousness " (Lu. xii. 15); and Paul tells 
Timothy (1 Ep. vi. 10.) that "the love of money 
is the root of all evil ; which, while some coveted 
after, they have pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows." One may see this train running 
in almost every house, town, and city, more or 
less; and the apostle says (ver. 9), "They that 
will be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into^many fooUsh and hurtful lusts, which drown 
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men (and ^omen and children too) in destruction 
and perdition.** O that people laid it to heart, 
and could take the Psalmist's advice, where he 
89>ys, " If riches increase, set not your heart upon 
them." O that God would put forth his power 
more in this our land, and show the people what 
the end of covetousness will be ; then I think 
there would be more contentment with such 
things as we have. One said, ** Having food and 
raiment let us therewith be content, for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out." One day I was 
talking to a lady about money and money's 
worth. She said, **Take my advice, and get a 
friend into your pocket, then you will be right." 
"Yes, Ma'am," I said. **Very good, but I want 
a friend in my heart , I mean the 'Friend of 
sinners,' Jesus Christ. If I have him I have a 
friend indeed, in my heart and pocket too ; for, 
having him, 'I possess all things.'" You see, 
money was her aim, she coveted after it. 

III. Swearing, What does the Lord say 
about swearers? He says that "they shall be 
cut off every one of them." (See Zech. v. 3.) 
Again, we read in Nahum i. 3, that "the Lord is 
great in power, and will not at all acquit the 
wicked," and James (v. 12) says, "Above all 
things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath ; 
but let your yea be yea ; and your nay, nay ; lest 
ye fall into condemnation." What a fearful ex- 
ample we have in 2 Ki. xix. 35, of blasphemers 
agMnst God; see how they were punished. 
Sennacherib was slain by his own sons (ver. 37), 
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after reproaching and blaspheming the Holy One 
of Israel. (Ver. 22.) I have often heard little 
boys and even girls bring out of their mouths 
oaths and curses while at play, and I have 
thought, Ah, poor Httle things ; you swear and 
think nothing of it now ; but, as sure as you are 
there, your sins will find you out some day ; and 
I have told some of them how wrong it was to 
curse and swear, and sin against God. Well, all 
such are in great danger as we have already seen. 
IV. Lying, O what lies go from mouth to 
mouth in one day. How fast they go. Let us 
see what the Lord says about liars. In Prov. 
xii. 22, we read, "Lying lips are abomination to 
the Lord." In chap. vi. we read that there are 
six things which the Lord hates, and a lying 
tongue is one of them. John was commanded to 
write that ^*all Hars shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ; 
which is the second death." (Kev. xxi. 3.) 
Some have been struck dead for lying. (See 
Acts V. 5-10.) See also what happened to Gehazi 
for lying ; how he was struck with the leprosy. 
(2 Ea. V. 21-27.) Boys sometimes trifle with lies 
as they would with marbles. To get the longest 
end of the stick, they will not mind telUng a lie 
or two, if that will aid them. Yes, and there are 
grown up young men and women who don't mind 
telling a lie if they think that they can gain a 
shilling by it. They little think what a sin it is 
in the sight of God ; but all such are in great 
danger of being run over. They are on the very 
line where the train is coming along. I pray 
that God may incline the hearts of ail such as 
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IkFe in the way of these trains to seek for wisdom 
and understanding. ''Wisdom is the principal 
thing." ''The Lord giveth wisdom." " The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." It is 
"by the fear of the Lord that men depart from 
evil." "Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 
and getteth understanding." (Prov. iii. 13.) 

There are many more trains which are very 
dangerous. Idleness, adultery, denying the 
truths of the gospel, drunkenness, thieving, 
Sabbath-breaking, and many more, such as un- 
belief, ignorance, &c., &c. May God give us grace 
and deliver us from them all. 





0it ^nnk^s. 



^S'HG frequency of the above, or a, similar 
f^ notice, canses one both a pleasant and a 
painful Beneation. Pleasant, that there 
shoold be man; honseB closed on the Sabbath 
day, while others of a like class are open. Pain* 
fill, that the nomber of plEices open on that day 
Bhonid make it necessary for those who keep 
closed to pnt up a notice. There is something 
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almost appalling in the consideration of the 
enormous, and, we fear, increasing, amount of 
Sabbath profanation ; and that by almost every 
nation, class, and sect, and in every form and 
way. Perhaps there is no greater evidence of 
the rising or waning of a nation's tme greatness 
than its regard for, and observance of, the 
Sabbath. 

We find the number seven used in Scripture 
in various senses. Sometimes it is used as a great, 
or indefinite number ; as in Job. v. 19 ; Deut. 
xxviii. 25. Sometimes it denotes perfection, as in 
Prov. xi. 1. Some of the sacrifices were to be in 
sevens. Were our eyes enlightened to under- 
stand the Lord's intent in these matters, we 
should see infinite wisdom and perfection in 
every minute detail, and each pointing to that 
perfect sacrifice and atonement by which the 
elect are sanctified and made periect for that 
eternal Sabbath of which, to the regenerate, the 
earthly is a figure, earnest, and foretaste. It is 
also frequently used in the Eevelation, as *'The 
seven Spirits of God,'* seven churches, seven 
stars, horns, eyes, heads, thunders, plagues, 
angels, &c., all signifying perfection, definiteness, 
omniscience, majesty, dominion, power, &c. ; by 
which we may see how eternaUy blessed and 
iaecure are the redeemed, and how unutterably 
awful the estate of those who are enemies of 
God, and against whom, if grace prevent not, all 
the perfect attributes of Infinite justice will bum 
and endure to all eternity. 

We read also of the sabbatical, or seventh, 
year, wherein the land was to rest. This does 

E 2 
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not seem to have been altogether because the 
land became poor and so needed to rest ; as the 
Lord said the sixth year should bring forth fruitj 
for three years, so that the fruit should last even 
till the ninth year, when the new would be ready. 
(Lev. XXV. 2-22.) Again, we read of seven 
sabbaths of years (Jubilee), wherein not gOnly 
was the land to rest, but all bondmen, or servants, 
were to return to their possession and inheritance ; 
bonds or debt was not then to be known. All 
were freed by the Lord's command, which no 
enormity was to hinder and no unworthinesB 
prevent. May our readers all know something 
of the gospel jubilee foreshadowed herein. What 
wisdom and kindness was in the ordering ol 
these times ! The rest of the land the seventh 
year so that six years should provide store. The 
Jubilee, the fiftieth year; had that been the 
seventh year instead, there might have been 
much inconvenience, and sometime hardship, in 
the carrying out of the coromand, whidi the 
length of time allotted prevented. God's com- 
mands are all infinitely good and wise as they are 
perfectly just and true ; and it is in keeping them 
we have our reward. But how merciful is the 
Sabbath as ordered for man and beast. One day 
in seven. Just sufficient time for most to earn 
their bread ; yet quite as long as the body or 
mind will fairly bear the successive strain. How 
often have we felt thankful for one day in seven 
as a day of rest and a day of worship. We read 
of but two institutions ordained before the fall of 
man, and these are. Marriage and the Sabbath ; 
both of which are, as a rule, sought to be ov^> 
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tamed by the same parties, as a glance at the 
names will show. Both were ordered for man's 
good ; and both, amid all the changing scenes of 
dme, the horrid ragings and conquests of Satan 
and sin, have been preserved by God's mercy, 
goodness, pity, and love, to the present time ; and 
tiie knowledge of this gives us a hope that it will 
still be preserved, notwithstanding all the powers 
of men and devils. Yet how low it may become, 
and how little it may be regarded without being 
quite obliterated, we have some evidences in 
neighbouring nations. 

•Hie first and highest consideration respecting 
its observance is, it is God^s command. This 
takes precedence of all other considerations ; yet 
at the same time, in obeying God's commands, 
we are also doing what is most for our own good. 
God first kept the Sabbath. We read, **Thus 
the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
the host of them." — Huntington gathered from 
this passage that not only was this lower creation 
the work of six days, but also the angels and 
creatures in heaven, and that the happiness of 
the fallen angels only existed a brief time, Satan 
and his host having, in their pride, refused to 
worship the Eternal Son of God when he was 
declared unto them, for which cause he and his 
host were immediately blasted from God's 
presence and blessedness. This awful spirit of 
pride the Lord once checked in his disciples by 
Baying, ** I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven." They were in danger of losing sight of 
the Giver, in the gift of power. — '*Andon the 
6§tenth day God (had) ended his wotk which he 



G3 



had 3ra»ie : azid be ressed on ibe seventh day 

freer: ali his vczk which be had made, and God 

h]esse-l ihe seTenih day. aaid sascdfied it," 

&c. Gcd's reitiKg does imx imply that he was 

tired, h^z raober a ceasiKj ironi his more active 

works : ii is. as it: isacv oiher instances, a con- 

descendiiig to our ictelligecce ; he still worics, 

guides, anS cc^nirols the entire nnirerse, in all its 

minutest detail ; the tiniest object and the mo6t 

tremendous ereamre or cTent, being in his 

infinite mind on an eqnaHty. So with man, 

there are certain lawful things which may and 

are to be done on the Sabbath, and indeed which 

the needs of our fallen nature demand. But it 

is to be a Sabbath, both for man and beast. 

Neither was it to be a day for pleasure, the 

Israelites were commanded to abide every man 

in his place and not go out. (Ex. xyL 29.) So 

imperative was this command that all who defiled 

it, whether by labour or other causes, as pleasure, 

were to be put to death. (Ex. xxxi. 14, 15.) The 

Lord expressly calls it "my Sabbath;" so, 

although Jesus has declared, " the Sabbath was 

made for man," yet it is not for man's pleasure, 

but rest and the worship of the Lord, and, only 

by observing it as the Lord's day, and in his way, 

it is really a benefit to us. — ^Dear young friends, 

beware how you profane the day by carnal 

pleasure-taking and sinful mirth. Gk>d's anger 

will certainly bum against all so doing, though 

he bear long with them. 

** Suffering snch rebels to go on. 
And seal their own destroction sore." 

A solemn instance of this is recorded in Num. xy. 
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32-36. In Isa. Ivi., are some most gracious 
promises to those, who, although desolate, keep 
the Sabbath from polluting it, and take hold of 
God's covenant. Perhaps these characters repre- 
sent, in a gospel sense, poor sinners who have no 
natural fruits or perfections to come before God 
with ; yet, by faith seeking an interest in that 
covenant made with and fulfilled by Christ on 
the behalf of sinners. — They may perhaps have 
no clear understanding of it, yet, with a felt need 
of some such a Saviour as is afterwards revealed 
by and received through, this covenant, — they 
come to God, even as outcasts, with a desire to 
observe his ordinances and keep his command- 
ments, seeking grace and mercy ; and God gives 
to such a cluster of the richest promises to be 
found in his Word. Again, in chap. Iviii. 13, 14, 
we have the same kind of promise given, in a 
literal sense, to the Jews, and, in a gospel sense 
to all such characters; the observance here 
being an act of loving obedience and gracious 
pleasure, and not merely of duty and an unwill- 
ing observance becatise it is commanded and [to 
escape the threatened punishment. Though the 
latter is right in its place, none can worship God 
spiritually without the Spirit, but all may keep 
from violating the Sabbath by sinful works and 
pleasures. Blessed are they who truly "call the 
Sabbath a dehght, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
able ;" and who desire to delight themselves in 
God alone. These prize the Sabbath for its 
opportunities. 

Some years ago, in a bad season, the queen 
commended harvesting on the Sabbath, it being 
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a fine day. This is expressly fbifoidden in Ex. 
xxxiY. 21 ; and no earthly mler may change the 
laws of the Boler of heaven and earth. To whom 
an must bow and give acconnt ; for there is no 
respecting of persons with him. We fear many 
princes will have an awfol accoant to give Him. 
Grod sets tiiem in high places, and they are 
examples of good or e^, and are much followed 
by those around them. Woe unto them if they 
lead into evil; better for them had they been 
be^ars. 

The Sabbath was to be a sign (Ezek. xx. 12) ; 
a day of rest and refreshing (Ex. xxiii. 12) ; a 
covenant (xxxi. 16) ; and a day for especial wor- 
ship (Ezek xlvi. 1) ; and it was so observed by 
the apostles, as see Acts xiii. 14, 42, 44 ; xvi. 13 ; 
xvii. 1, 2; xviii. 4. The Jews of old in their 
bitter captivity, brought on by this and other sins, 
lamented the Sabbath (Lam. i. 7 ; ii. 6) which 
the Lord had taken from them according to his 
threatenings (Amos viii. 5; Hos. ii. 11.) And 
should it unhappily be permitted to open the 
Museums, &c., in England on the Sabbath, those 
for whom it is now chiefly demanded, — the work- 
ing class, might soon expect a similar result. 
Thousands of honest men even now experience 
great trials in keeping the day ; and if it is broken 
through for pleasure, many employers will make 
their work-people know that if they can riot and 
indulge, they can just as well work. Thus the 
efforts and sophistries of devils, atheists and 
sensuous professors, — many of whom even arro- 
gantly put the title Bev, before their names, 
would be victorious ; and the honour, name, and 
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ordinances of God, would be largely suppressed. 
lUs is the real principle, either active or latent, 
moving in the minds of these agitators ; and it 
arises from the deep-rooted enmity of carnal 
minds to all that pertains to the Name of God. 
May the Lord deUver us, for his name and 
mercies' sake, from these evil-workers. 

There are two, — perhaps more, most excellent 
societies in London, having the special object of 
promoting and maintaining the observance of the 
Sabbath. ' * The Lord's Day Observance Society " 

go, Bedford Street, Strand), and the " Working 
en's Lord's Day Rest Association " (13, Bedford 
Bow, W.C.) We wrote the respective sec- 
retaries, aslang if they could supply a few inter- 
esting items ; they each kindly responded with a 
parcel which time and space only permits jOur 
glancing at. Painfully acquainted as we were 
with the fact that the enemies of God and all his 
institutions were straining every nerve to destroy, 
as far as possible, all that pertained to religion, 
we find, from what has been sent us, that their 
efforts far exceed our ideas with respect to the 
Sabbath. The above societies are well worthy 
the prayers of the godly and the support of all. 

The Observance Society did service during 
1882, in preventing theatrical performances bemg 
carried on privately in a London theatre, after aU 
the arrangements had been made, — clear testi- 
mony that the openers of museums, &c., on 
Sundays would not stop there. The stopping of 
some work being done in the London sewers on 
Sundays by the contractors to the Board of 
Works, through appeals to the Board. The 
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society has also started a magazine, ''Day of 
Days," having a direct bearing upon this question. 
The endeavours of many, — Bitualists and Eoman 
CathoHcs aUke, seem to be how far they can 
bring the Sabbath into contempt without being 
chargeable with open profanity; this they do 
alike in their preaching, writing, and example. 
Woe to such blind guides, such mockers of j God 
and triflers with souls. The work of this society 
is also extended to the Continent. During 1882 
they expended £1,236 in this good work. 

Both societies have done much in opposing the 
Sunday opening of museums, &c., ^also postal 
work (surely if London can do without Sunday 
dehveries, other places might), and preventing 
the opening of some of the London markets on 
that day. The " Working Men's" Society during 
1882 issued 296,169 tracts ; 11,500 were given 
away at the Alexandra Palace on Sundays, and 
many after reading them were seen to leave the 
grounds. They issue several larger publications, 
besides the tracts. One, **A Sunday Trip to 
Hastings;'' another, "Sunday, its influence," 
&c. (cloth, Is.; paper, 6d.), written by the Sec- 
retary, Mr. C. Hill, is worthy of a large circula- 
tion, and calculated, with the Lord's blessing, to 
do much good. It gives many and various 
testimonies of the benefits of Sunday observance 
in almost every way; demonstrating, amongst 
other things, that ** Beasts do more work that 
labour only six days a week." ** A writer from 
California states that in 1849-50, of 50,000 
who travelled the 2,000 miles across America in 
companies, it was invariably found that those 
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who rested on the Sabbath got to theu: journey's 
end several weeks earlier than those who travelled 
every day." " A large iron master states, after 
seven years* trial, that they made a larger 
quantity of iron, and were freer from accidents 
in the works than any preceding seven years of 
their lives." A tradesman states that ** nearly 
all the tradesmen in business in the same street 
when he commenced, and who opened shop on 
Sunday, had failed, while he had prospered." 

We also learn that England has 300,000 
persons engaged on Sundays in teaching the 
Scriptures to upwards of 3,000,000 young persons 
and children, and find the gratifying testimony 
that out of 7,000 children who had passed through 
one of the Sabbath schools in Birmingham, only 
two were known to have broken the laws of their 
country and been punished. " Earl Shaftesbury 
on the Sunday Question " (31 pages for one half- 
penny), should be largely circulated. We have 
not space for noticing more. There are very 
many tracts from sixpence per hundred upwards 
in each society, and we hope many of our friends 
will distribute them, and support these deserving 
institutions in their endeavours to promote the 
well-being of man and the honour of God in this 
our land, by continuing, or, with the Lord's 
blessing, increasing the measure of Sabbath 
observance now remaining. 

We close with a few select sentences of various 
writers and speakers gleaned from the publica- 
tions sent, omitting most names, to save space. 

"Without the Sabbath, life is but one long 
sigh." " A world without a Sabbath would be 
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Uke a man without a smile, a sommer withoat 
flowers, a homestead without a garden." "I 
never knew a man to escape failures, in either 
mind or body, who worked seven days in a week." 
" In 1832, the House of Gonmions appointed a 
committee to investigate the comparative effects 
of working seven days and six days. One of the 
witnesses, an experienced ph^rsician, said : ' I 
consider that in the bountiful provision of Provi- 
dence for the preservation of human life, the 
Sabbatical appointment is not simply a precept 
partaking of the nature of a poUtical institution, 
but is to be numbered amongst the natural 
duties, if the preservation of life be admitted to 
be a duty, and the premature destruction (^ it a 
suicidal act.' " " Order and obedience, morality 
and power, are all in Britain connected with the 
observance of the Sabbath." "A Sabbath of 
slumber may refresh the body, or a Sabbath of 
amusement may lighten the spirits, but only a 
Sabbath of worship and resting, leaves the 
observer a wiser and mightier man." " Sunday 
newspapers are the bane of our country's religion 
and morals, and are doing all that in them lies, if 
not by argument, by act, to form a nation of 
atheists." " But for the moral power of Sab- 
batical institutions, whose property or reputati n 
would be safe for a single day? Much as the 
Lord's day is profaned in this country, perhaps 
they do more than our magistrates, prisons, and 
other legal terrors to perpetuate and multiply our 
social, civil, and religious things. Take away 
this barrier, and you open the flood-gates of vice 
and irreligion upon a godless and suffering people. 
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Yoa may try to pn^ op yonr free and admized 
GiYil institatioiiB, Init all your efbrts will be in 
yain." "At the Chicago Gonventioii, at which 
Grarfield was subsequently nominated President, 
on Saturday ni^t, many pressed Judge Hoar to 
ignore the Ss^bath and let the Convention 
proceed. Hoar repUed, 'Never. This is a 
Sabbath-keeping nation, and I cannot preside 
over this convention one minute after twelve 
o'clock.' On that Sunday Garfield attended 
church. At dinner the conversation turned upon 
the suspense of the country. When all were 
done, Carfield remarked with earnestness, to one 
sitting beside him, ' Yes, this is a day of suspense, 
bat it is also a day of prayer ; and I have more 
fadth in the prayers that will go up from Christian 
hearts to-day than I have in all the poUtical 
tactics which will prevail at this Convention.' " 
** Persons who strive to make the Sabbath a day 
of pleasure miss the very thing they seek. I 
have seen famiUes returning ^m wasting m 
Sabbath in parties and tea-gardens, the pictures 
of disappointment, weariness, and vexation; 
vexed with themselves, and uncomfortable aa 
regards all around them." ** The bodily rest of 
the Sabbath is one of the greatest of earthly 
blessings, — a mighty sea-wall built up against 
the flood of our degradation, — ^the watch-tower of 
our earthly hopes, — the fountain of our strength 
and worth." "Let us, who are working-men, 
and who profess to know something of our rights 
in, and duties on, the Sabbath, inform the patriots 
of our day that our condition is not to be improved 
by any innovation of its sacred injunctions/' 
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** Christianity is not more essential to the salva- 
tion of the human race than the Sabbath duly 
observed is to the support of Christian principles 
in the world." "Perhaps there is no evil so 
recklessly perpetrated in this intellectual age as 
the profanation of the Sabbath. This is in- 
sidiously prolific of an incestuous family of evils, 
that multiply and mutually beget each other." 
** Those who are brought up in the utter neglect 
of the Sabbath and its privileges are the characters 
who, from time to time, fill up the gaps made by 
death in the ranks of the profligate, and whose 
names form the majority in our criminal Ksts." 
** I hold it (the Sabbath) to be the most valuable 
blessing. It is the comer-stone of civihzation. 
It (the Sunday Opening) is a great change, and 
those who suppose for a moment that it could be 
limited to museums, will find they are mistfiiken." 
. — Earl Beaconsfield. 

Mr. Gladstone said : " From the long experience 
of a laborious life, he had become most deeply 
impressed with the beUef, — to say nothing of a 
higher feehng, that the alternations of rest and 
labour, at the short intervals which were afforded 
by the mercifnl and blessed institution of Sunday, 
was a necessity for the retention of a man's mind 
and of a man's frame in a condition to discharge 
his duties; and it was desirable as much as 
possible to restrain the exercise of labour upon 
the Sunday, and to secure to the people the 
enjoyment of the day of rest. . . . The rehgious 
observance of Sunday is a main prop of the 
rehgious character of the country. From a 
moral, social, and physical point of view the 
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observance of Sunday is a duty of absolute con- 
sequence." 

" No man could say how much of the successful 
industry, wealth, and greatness of this country, 
was due to the continual supply of strength 
which was maintained by this important institu- 
tion. But its moral value was infinitely greater. 
The consecration of this day to God withdrew 
man once a week from contemplation of secular 
and earthly things, and invited him with a call 
which every man must hear (though all might 
not regard), to remember his eternal interests, to 
recollect that he was a spiritual being with an 
immortal soul, and that this world, its pleasures, 
its labours, its objects, and its gains, were not the 
only things for the sake of which he has been 
born into the world." — Lord Chancellor Selbome, 

'* Sunday is a divine institution, and one of the 
greatest blessings which Divine Providence ever 
gave to mankind. There were many persons who 
looked at the Sunday in its physical bearing, and 
there were others, working men especially, who 
looked at it from a labour point of view, but all 
these ends would and must be accompHshed by 
the aid of the action of Parhament and by legis- 
lation. They might depend upon it they could 
never maintain legislation upon the subject unless 
they maintained the sanctity of Sunday as a 
divine institution." — Lord Ghancellor Cairns, 
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®NE of the too frequent sad sights of the Lou- 
doQ streets is, to see a boy, or young man, 
baled of in charge of a policeman. We 
hare often seen this sad sight, and grieved ovet 
it ; thinking, there goes a victim to bad advice, 
bad companions, bod inclinations and tempta- 
tions, to " reap the due reward of his sins." He 
may have stolen, or have been dronken, or abuaive, 
or guilty of some vicious action or other, and so .- 
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broken, or trespassed against, the law of the 
land ; and is being led to the magistrate — one of 
the powers ordained of God for the punishment 
of evil-doers, and for the praise of them that do 
well, that punishment may be meted as justice 
and the measure of the offence may demand. 
"We have watched the "fallen countenance " of 
such; and noticed the conflicting emotions as 
they indicated the conflict within, between shame, 
remorse, fear, guilt, and sometimes, in the more 
hardened, a kind of attempted bravado, or a 
determination to make the best of it : — a sad 
testimony of a hardened mind and loose prin- 
ciples. I have wished at such times, that the 
sad scene might have a good effect upon the 
young beholders, and lead them, in times of 
temptation, to " Ponder the paths of their feet ;" 
for, " Such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, 
the Lord shall lead them forth with the workers 
of iniquity." (Ps. cxxv. 5.) Dear young friends, 
beware of the flrst beginnings of open sin and 
transgression; then you need have no fear of 
being in the sad pUght of those led through the 
streets as a trespasser against the law. 

Our notice may frequently be seen in the 
country, nailed on a tree, or in some conspicuous 
place, where it may catch the eye and prevent a 
trespass by the law-abiding and law-honouring 
on the property of others. We lately read that 
this " notice " had been placed on the summit of 
a hill (Loose Hill) in Derbyshire, but in such a 
position that it could not be seen until the tres- 
passer arrived at the top. That was an absurdity, 
or an oversight; and in the event of one being 
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^Lar^Ed whk tze^nasz:^ wcdd. co doabt, have 
been a sgffopr.i reasoci ^sr their fecharge ; as 
there woold fee no eri^eute c£ hs being a wilful 
trespass. 

So, there mav be s<Hne leser trespasses on the 
part of the yoang whieh emit spring more from 
ignorance acd folly, than froci rice: yet such 
bring themselves within the range cf prosecution ; 
ar.d it is well if their parents or friends act the 
magistrate's part, and administer jniicious pun- 
ishment, and so, perhaps, prevent more Vagrant 
trespasses fallowing. 

We remember how, when quite a boy, we used 
to read these notices, but always read the word 
*• prosecuted," sls pemcuUd : not having a know- 
ledge of what the first word was, never having 
heard it used ; yet oar small mind wondered how 
anyone could be persecuted accordinn to law. We 
fear there are many much older, and capable of 
knowing much better, who always read or regard 
the word so now. We fear also this spirit is 
much increasing, especially in some directions. 
There is such a disposition to regard as persecu- 
tion, the enforcement of the law, and the punish- 
ment of transgressors according to the measure 
of the offence. Many cry for light laws, short 
terms of imprisonment, and a treatment of 
offenders more becoming sick patients than law 
breakers ; and would make the administration of 
law more elastic and uncertain than it is even 
now. This is bad. Mercy is a blessed thing; 
but even mercy must be tempered by, or founded 
upon, justice and truth, or it becomes an evil 
principle. Only in extreme and trivial cases can 
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one become a tre3pas8er without a knowledge and 
conviction of being so. If any of our young 
friends are at times puzzled to clearly define 
between right or wrong in difficult matters ; we 
would ask them to look at one of the first effects 
of our first parents' transgression. ** They went 
and hid themselves." This will be found a pretty 
safe rule. Whatever we may be inclined to do ; 
if it is something which we should be afraid to be 
seen in the act of, we may be sure there is evil 
in it. 

We 'cannot sin against, or abuse, our bodies, 
without punishment being received in some way 
and measure ; by pain, weakness, weariness, or 
want, as the case may be. 

Prosecutions should always be according to law, 
else the administrator of the law would be a law- 
breaker. This is infinitely true with regard to 
the Eternal Law-Maker, Law-giver, and Law- 
Administrator, of heaven and earth. And in this 
court we must all, as sinners, be found tres- 
passers indeed. Man was not made so. He 
was made holy, and in the image of God. Li his 
holy state he had a plainly worded "Notice" 
given him as to transgression ; what it was, and 
what it would do ; and a strict command not to 
transgress. He was created holy, "Able to 
stand, yet free to fall." We know what followed. 
Adam, and all his seed in him, became tres- 
passers, and as such the final judgment, even on 
this account, "be prosecuted according to law." 
The law qf God. Many of our readers are 
scholars, some are teachers, of Sunday Schools. 
What effect has the Scripture notices, cautions, 
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and thieatipfiings upon them? If they have not. 
the good e&ct ol keeping them from " tres- 
passiDg " npon the graonds ol open sm, it ^rill be 
a sad thing for them. Millions haTe not this 
advantage ; and the heinoosness ol a trespass is 
generally measnred, to a certain extent, by the 
ligh t and knowledge the trespasser had of the 
nature and extent of the trespass he was com- 
mitting. Judges in passing sentence, or " sum- 
ming up," frequently call attention to this 
particular. The apostle Paul in Bom. ii., speaks 
very explicitly upon this point ; showing that the 
Gentiles who had not the written Law, or 
Scripture, but only the li^t God gives the natural 
conscience, were far less guilty — although they 
tcere guilty; so that ignorance is no plea for 
forgiveness, though it may lessen the extent of 
the offence — ^than those who had the Word before 
them, and boasted therein. Will this be the lot 
of any of our readers? Solemn thought ! It is 
not the knowledge of Scripture, — though that is 
good, and not to be put aside without guilt and 
sin — but the effect, which we should regard. 

We had some other thoughts on the subject, 
but we have made our article as long as we like 
to do ; so we will close with the earnest desire 
that none of our readers may ever be prosecuted 
as evil-doers. But, above all, at the last great 
day of judgment and prosecution for sins com- 
mitted ; when even the evil thoughts and intents 
of the heart shall be judged by Christ Jesus, 
according to the Holy Law of God, may our 
readers be amongst that blest and happy number, 
who are redeemed and justified by the blood and 
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righteonsness of Christ, and bo will not have 
their sins imputed to them at that day. 

The Lord deliver us from evil, of every kind, 
and in every sense. 








W\h \ant baits in — 



^7"S going & joumeT it is of importance to know 
^l where we are going, and whether we are in 
Wf the right road. And, if we are not certain, 
it is well to make freqnent inqnir)', either by 
observing the sign-posts at the turnings, or, failing 
these, hy inquiring of those who are acquainted 
with the way, having travelled therein. 

There are some roads which, to those who are 
not in them, scarcely need a direction to show 
where they lead. We have noticed a few in oar 
joumeyingB, and, in the "time of our ignorance " 
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have foolishly and hlindly gone a distance down 
some of them, before being stopped by some 
friendly — though, perhaps, it did not then appear 
friendly — ^hand, circumstance, or power, liere 
are many such in London. Passing through 
Fleet Street a short time since, we saw a crowd 
reaching half across the street. We wondered 
what was the matter. Drawing nearer, we 
noticed they were lads, young men, and some 
older parsons ; the appearance of most indicating 
that they belonged to the class generally spoken 
of as not ** up to much." As we passed, we saw 
they wore in front of some Sporting paper shop. 
They vrere eagerly watching for the announce- 
ment of the *' winner " of some horse-race. Many 
may have been drawn into staking their all, and 
some, perhaps, some of their employer's money, 
and so were waiting, like criminals for their 
verdict, to know whether gain or ruin awaited 
them. How many lads, by betting and other 
kinds of gambhng, have been lost on such a road, 
and brought themselves to prison and their 
friends to disgrace, pain and shame. 

At other times we have seen crowds waiting at 
the doors of theatres, music-halls, public-houses, 
and such-like places. These are all roads of the 
same kindred, and lead, according to the distance 
they are travelled, to a loss of character, comfort, 
self-respect, health, and even life. The travellers, 
or loiterers, in such roads, find the truth of the 
words, "The years of the wicked shall be 
shortened." (Prov. x. 27.) We have heard boys 
ask how that passage agreeis with the truth that 
"There is an appointed time for all things;" 
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and that "The measure of our days is with God." 
The words here are to be taken in their general 
bearing. The Psahnist (xc. 10) said, ''The days 
of our years are three-score years and ten," &c. ; 
that is the expected or general extent of man's 
life. Insurance business is conducted upon what 
is called the expectancy of life. So many lives 
are expected to average a certain age and the 
rates of insurance are fixed accordingly; the 
average may eventually be either above or below, 
and the office would lose or gain correspondingly. 
This, however, in the uncertainty of life, is the 
only principle they can go upon. So. the time 
of our birth and death is eternally known to the 
Omniscient God, as also every event thereof; 
yet, while this is so ; speaking after the manner 
of men, our lives, — except from sudden calamity, 
Divine vengeance, &c., — depend greatly upon the 
treatment of our bodies ; so that if we abuse our 
persons by evil living, we are by these means 
shortening the expectancy of our life, perhaps, by 
a half; like as a machine not kept in proper 
order wears out before its time. On the other 
hand, those who hve in the fear of God, are 
taught by that fear to live soberly and righteously 
in this Ufe ; by this very mode of living they act 
as self-preservers of their bodies and hves, and 
thus the first part of the verse is fulfilled in them, 
"The fear of the Lord prolongeth days." That 
is, in the expectancy of man. Yet a thousand 
things may shorten the lives of such, according 
to the hidden and fore-ordained purpose of God. 
We hope our young friends may be led to ponder 
these mings. Thousands of lads, by secret and 
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vicious sins, sap the foundation of their manhood 
and all their future comfort and health, and 
shorten their Hves ; often before they are aware. 
In pondering over the uncertainties and dangers 
of life, the many who fall into evil, and by evil 
into utter ruin, on the right hand and on the 
left ; the blessings and security of those who fear 
God, and the ultimately unhappy and dreadful 
and present uncertain and unblest condition, of 
those who fear him not, one often feels the words 
of the poet springing as a prayer of the heart and 
desire of the soul : 

" Then cry we to heaven with one loud accord, 
That to us be given, the fear of the Lord." 

There is security in no other road. 

We need not enumerate the many roads of evil 
which open to the mind, where, in a moral, 
social, and mental sense may be said, *' This road 
leads to" — ruin; neither point out the many 
ways by which when set out, the road widens 
and evil increases ; for it is in the nature of evil 
to increase, both as respects its influence on the 
person, and the pretexts and further misdoings 
often necessary — as viewed by the evil mind — to 
cover what has already been committed, till not 
only, 

** He that does one fault at first, 
Then lies to hide it, makes it two." 

But could we trace it to its end, it might be two 
thousand. 

There are few roads where one is likely to go 
astray far, in an immoral sense, without some 
sign-post, either from within or from without. 
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informing us thereof ; vet there are many wherein 
we may err and have many weary retracings in 
consequence. Hence, as we before observed, it 
is well for us in taking any road or step we may 
not have gone before, to inquire of those who are 
Acquainted with the road by having trodden it, 
and proved by experience the good or ill result. 
We know the young are apt to slight such counsel 
and frequently to think, if not say, they know 
better ; but this is folly and tends generally to 
their injury. We should always endeavour to 
profit by the experience of others, either as an 
encouragement to proceed, or a caution to hold 
back ; for "The way of a fool is right in his own 
-eyes ; but he that hearkeneth unto (good) counsel 
is wise." Also, we should do well to be always 
open to reproof, for "He that refuseth reproof 
erreth." 

We are concerned that our young friends 
should turn out "well," and be patterns to 
society, examples of moral well-being, and suc- 
cessful and diligent pursuers of duty. This can 
only be looked for by a walking in the roads 
which lead thereto, and an avoiding of evil 
precept or example in whomsoever it may appear; 
for an evil road must lead to an evil end. As 
concerns our souls and eternity there are only 
two roads. The one leads to heaven, the other 
to hell, and: 

" Broad is the road that leads to death, 
And thousands walk together there ; 
But wisdom shows a narrower path, 
With here and there a traveller." 

TIj0 broad road may be said to have two sides to 
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it, — ^religious and profane ; and how many there 
are of both parties who are described by the 
graphic lines of Berridge : 

*' With heedless heart and simpering face. 
They dance the hell- ward road apace." 

And, as in the country, many sign-posts when 
you come up to them are either defaced or have 
the directing arm broken so as to be useless ; so 
in a spiritual sense, there are many who profess 
to act the part of a "sign" or "direction "-post, 
yet either they are unable to show the right road 
or, what is worse, point out a wrong one. Woe 
to bhnd leaders and the led blind. The Scriptures 
point out "Repentance towards God and faith 
towards Jesus Christ." Jesus declared, " I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life." And again, 
"If any man be in Christ he is a new creature " 
(2 Cor. V. 17); **For, in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision (works or pedigree) availeth any- 
thing, nor uncircumcision (ignorance and dark- 
ness) availeth anything, but a new creature" 
(Gal. vi. 15); and upon such as walk according 
to the new creature, and such alone, is peace and 
mercy pronounced. To decide who is in this 
" road " only the Spirit of God can satisfactorily 
and savingly do. We may ask, to which road 
incHnes the strongest bent of our affections, 
desires, aspirations, &c.? Are they God- ward or 
world- ward? And to what have we the strongest 
aversion, — ^sin in its every form, whether self- 
righteous or self-defiHng, so far as it is discovered 
to us, and everything that tends to draw the soul 
from God, his worship, honour, and glory ; or to 
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the ways, house, and Sabbath of God, the glory 
of Christ, and the welfare of his people ? 

** Ask thy conscienoe where's thy tre&snre. 
For, be certain, there's thy heart." 

Also, is there an honest desire to come to the 
light to be made manifest, and to be made right 
at whatever cost? These are some of the 
evidences of being in the right road. The Lord, 
in mercy, prevent our being deceivers either of 
ourselves or of others in this solemn matter. 
How many times have we feared lest we should 
at the last prove only to be like a "sign-post," 
point out the road yet never walk in it. 




.J 



